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Abstract

The Niger Delta, located in the Southern Coast of Nigeria, is a region of vast resources of
inestimable value. One of the important resources of the region is petroleum, which currently
provides up to 70% of Nigeria’s Soreign exchange earning. The exploration of petroleum
resources in the Niger delta has impacted adversely on the environment and subsequently
threatened human security. This paper reports on the environmental consequences of
petroleum resource exploitation, human insecurity occasioned therefrom, and the strategies to
ensure human security and thus sustainable development of the region.

INTRODUCTION

The Niger Delta, comprising Akwa Ibom,
Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta and Rivers State,
located in the Southern Coast of Nigeria, is a
region of vast resources of inestimable value.
Its mangrove swamp, the largest in Africa, and
third largest in the world (NDES, 1997;
Ikporukpo, 1998) is wetlands of vast ecological
diversity and rich natural resources which have
been exploited for centuries for social and
economic advancement. One of the important
resources of the Niger Delta region is
petroleum, which currently provides up to 70%
of Nigeria’s foreign exchange earnings.

Petroleum exploration in the region dates back
to 1903 with the setting up, by the colonial
government, of the Mineral Survey
Corporation.  Organized  marketing and
distribution started around 1907 by a German
Company, Nigerian Bitumen Corporation
(Ibeanu, 2001). Shell d’arcy, an Anglo-dutch
group was granted an exploration licence
covering the entire Nigeria. The company
discovered oil in commercial quantity in
Olobiri I, a town in the Niger delta, in 1956, By
February 1958,Nigeria became an oil exporter

with a production level of 6,000 barrels per day.
Today, besides Shell, some of the oil
multinationals operating in the Niger Delta
include Mobil, Agip, Ashland, EIf, Allied
Energy, Dublin/Philips, Pan Ocean, Texaco,

Statoil, Tenneco and Canoxy. They operate in
not less than 159 oil fields and produce in over
1481 oil wells. Of Africa’s proven crude oil
reserves of some 66 billion barrels, Nigeria
accounts for 25 billion barrels, more than 35%
of total.

Generally, the exploitation and use of the
resources of the Niger Delta, particularly,
petroleum resource, have generated
considerable environmental, national and
international concern. This is due to the
adverse impacts which petroleum exploitation
have on the entire Niger delta environment.
These impacts do not end on the biophysical
environment but transcend other facets
including the well being of the deltans
including their security. The objectives of this
paper are to discuss the environmental
consequences of petroleum resource
exploitation, the human (in) security occasioned
therefrom, and the strategies to ensure human

_security in the region.

The paper is divided into sections. The next
section presents the concept of human security

Section III discusses the environmental
consequences of petroleum exploration and
human security in the Niger delta. The fourth
and concluding section profers strategies for






