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Abstract

In this paper, child labour in Africa is examined vis-a-vis other continents. lts implications for the
development of Africa are also discussed. The paper reports that the number of children involved
in full time economic activities has been on the increase in Africa starting from the 1980s while the
reverse is the case in developed continents of North. America and Europe. The negative
consequences of this on the child’s productivity at adulthood are presented. " The situation, the
paper submits, has dire consequences for Africa’s development within the globalized world.

L Introduction

Economic convergence and globalization characterized the late twentieth
century. This wave of globalization has continued even stronger in the early
twenty-first century. The current situation unlike the late twentieth century’s
places certain demands on nations if they must participate and benefit from
globalization and achieve sustainable development. One of these demands is a
high premium on scientific and technological capacity to innovate, adapt and to
increase productivity and competitiveness. It requires knowledge-driven
economies predicated on a labour force that is healthy and well equipped with
knowledge and skills. Thus, emphasis is placed on human capital. Therefore, the
problem of child labour — a phenomenon that could deny a nation of the needed
future human capital, has recently, received considerable attention in development
literature (See Gemmell, 1996; Incube, 1999; Basu, 1999).

Child labour is defined as the participation of persons below fifteen years.
in economic activity (ILO Convention No. 138). Child Labour is viewed,
universally, as a problem of serious dimension. This arises from the belief that
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